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Samoa (Independent State of Samoa) has an estimated population of 188,000 inhabiting the main 
islands of Savaii and Upolu as well as the smaller islands of Manono and Apolima, and includes 5 
other islets of the western islands of the Samoan archipelago. The eastern islands are part of 
American Samoa, which is a United States territory. The capital of Samoa, Apia, is situated in the 
second biggest island of Upolu, home to three quarters of the Samoan population. In 1962, Samoa 
became the first Pacific Island country to gain its independence. The official name was Western 
Samoa until a constitutional amendment in 1997 to change its name to Independent State of Samoa. 

Samoa is a constitutional democracy that incorporates the Westminster system of governance and 
cultural traditions "FaaSamoa" (Samoan Way), including a system of extended family /village 
leadership and chiefly titles that decide who runs for parliament seats. A vital component of 
political stability in Samoa is strong Christian religious communities, which account for 99 percent 
of the population. The economy is heavily dependent on tourism and capital flows from abroad 
(remittances), which collectively account from more than 50 percent of Samoa's GDP. The 
agricultural sector is the third-largest source of income; however, over the past decade, earnings 
from agriculture have been dwindling in spite of competing market prices for its goods. Four 
natural disasters have also adversely affected the agriculture sector. The latest natural disaster to hit 
Samoa was the September 29, 2009 tsunami, which killed 143 people and destroyed infrastructure, 
homes, and businesses with damages valued at $147 million on Upolu's south and southeast coasts. 
Over the past four years, Samoa has maintained a strong economy with GDP growth averaging 3.2 
percent. The pressures of the global economic crisis and the tsunami will result in an economic 
contraction in 2009 of 4.1 percent, a first since the economic downturns of the early 1990s. 

Nevertheless, Samoa has a strong economy, stable governance, and general human rights 
observance. Increasingly Samoa is playing a greater regional role in the Pacific, particularly as 
Samoa's head of government has been especially outspoken regarding Fiji's coup. Improved U.S. 
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Government relations with Samoa can have wider regional significance, signaling recognition for 
Samoa's strides in good governance and support for pro-democracy policies. 

Samoa has not ratified Article 98 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, which has 
in the past limited Samoa's access to some types of assistance; however, recent legislation making an 
agreement on Article 98 less imperative has resumed International Military Education and Training 
(IMET) funding for Samoa. IMET provides much-needed training for local officials' maritime 
security activities. Samoa has no military, but has a civilian police force; nevertheless, many Samoan 
police officers are active in United Nations peacekeeping efforts in Sudan and Liberia, as well as 
regional peacekeeping efforts in Timor Leste and the Solomon Islands. 
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